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MIRRABOOKA MOSQUE, INTERFAITH SERVICE 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]:  Last Sunday I was privileged to attend Masjid Al Taqwa, the 
Mirrabooka mosque, for an interfaith service aptly titled “Uniting our Hearts”.  The invitation to learn more 
about Islam received a terrific response.  The service was attended by community and senior representatives 
from a range of religions, including Christian denominations and the Jewish, Baha’i and Buddhist faiths, who 
were interested in expanding their knowledge and keen to engage in dialogue with open minds and hearts.  Imam 
Yusuf Parker and the boys and girls who learn and pray at the mosque ably instructed us on the five pillars of 
Islam, the meaning of the articles of the faith and the significance of practices such as the call to prayer and 
stories of the prophet.  The imam also explained the importance to the faith of charity, fasting and pilgrimage.  It 
was generally held by those present that the program was enriching and valuable.  It not only broadened our 
perspective and knowledge but also gave us a chance to focus on common values, beliefs and shared 
experiences.  I take this opportunity to acknowledge the generosity and hospitality of Imam Parker, President 
Ismail Fredricks and the other members of the Masjid Al Taqwa community, and thank those involved in the 
interfaith program. 

It is regrettable that in recent times there has been so much misinformation about and prejudice towards Islam.  
Programs such as “Uniting our Hearts” are a wonderful way to address this disturbing phenomenon.  In this 
context, we should be mindful of the words of Charlotte Bronte, who noted -  

Prejudices, it is well known, are most difficult to eradicate from the heart whose soil has never been 
loosened or fertilized by education; they grow there, firm as weeds among rocks. 

 


